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57 ABSTRACT

A putter head includes a hosel connectable to a club shaft, a
frame cooperable with the hosel, and a putter face connected
to the frame. The putter face includes a toe portion and a
corresponding toe shoulder and a heel portion and a corre-
sponding heel shoulder. The toe shoulder and the heel shoul-
der define an encasement. Weights are positioned in the
encasement respectively adjacent the toe shoulder and the
heel shoulder.

15 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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PUTTER HEAD WITH DISTRIBUTIVE
FRAME AND WEIGHTS

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/579,189, filed Dec. 22, 2011,

the entire content of which is herein incorporated by refer- 0

ence.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a putter head with structural fea-
tures that serve to improve putter head feel.

The “feel” of a golf club, particularly with respect to
putters, is important in selecting clubs for purchase/play.
Many component parts of the club and features associated
with the club combine to define a club’s “feel.” Exemplary
characteristics include club weight, weight distribution, club
head material, vibration absorption, and the like, all of which
may affect the feel of the club as it strikes a ball. Other
features that are important to golfers include the visual
appearance of the club and sometimes even the sound pro-
duced when the club strikes a ball.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The design according to preferred embodiments evenly
distributes mass to outermost portions of the putter face. This
distribution provides for solid contact and consistent feel
regardless of where on the putter face hitting surface the ball
is struck. A weighted bottom portion behind the putter face
also serves to improve putter feel while adding stability dur-
ing a putting stroke.

In an exemplary embodiment, a putter head includes a
hosel connectable to a club shaft, a frame cooperable with the
hosel, and a putter face connected to the frame. The putter
face includes a toe portion and a corresponding toe shoulder
and a heel portion and a corresponding heel shoulder. The toe
shoulder and the heel shoulder define an encasement. Weights
are positioned in the encasement respectively adjacent the toe
shoulder and the heel shoulder. The hosel and the frame may
be formed of the same material. In one arrangement, the
frame is integral with the hosel.

The frame may include a frame border surrounding an
open section. In this context, the putter face may be connected
to the frame border and may cover the open section on a
hitting side of the frame.

The putter face may be shaped such that the frame is
positioned entirely within the encasement. The putter face
may be secured to the frame via at least one of screws and an
adhesive. In one arrangement, the putter face comprises a
generally L-shaped construction defined by a hitting surface
and the toe and heel shoulders. A height ofthe toe portion may
be greater than a height of the heel portion. Preferably, the
weights are positioned adjacent a bottom portion of the frame.
The weights may be shaped and positioned to assist with
alignment of the putter head. For example, the shape of the
weights may define an alignment channel that is perpendicu-
lar to a hitting surface of the putter face.
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In another exemplary embodiment, a putter head includes
a hosel and an integrated frame coupleable with a club shatft,
where the frame includes a closed border portion surrounding
anopen area. An [-shaped putter face is attached to the frame.
The putter face includes a hitting surface and shoulder por-
tions that together define the L-shape and an encasement,
where the frame is disposed in the encasement. A weighted
member is positioned in the encasement.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other aspects and advantages will be described
in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1is arear perspective view of the putter head accord-
ing to preferred embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the putter head;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the putter head;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the putter head;

FIG. 5 is a bottom view of the putter head;

FIGS. 6 and 7 are end views of the putter head; and

FIG. 8 is a top perspective view of the putter head.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1-8 show various views of the putter head according
to the invention. The putter head 10 includes a hosel 12 to
which a club shaft (not shown) is connectable. A frame 14 is
generally continuous (i.e., integral or bent from the same
section of material, etc.) with the hosel 12 and provides a base
structure to which the putter face 16 is attached. The frame 14
may alternatively be suitably connected to the hosel. The
width of the frame 14 and its continuation from the hosel 12
allows for an equal and stable force to be applied to the putter
face 16, which will deliver a uniform feel as well as stable,
consistent acceleration to the golf ball. As shown, the frame
14 includes a frame border surrounding an open section. The
putter face is connected to the frame border and covers the
open section on a hitting side of the frame. The construction
of the frame 14 also creates a large sweet spot on the putter
face 16, similarly creating a uniform feel and acceleration to
the golfball, regardless of what portion of the face 16 impacts
the golf ball.

The putter face 16 includes a generally L-shaped construc-
tion 18 and includes shoulder portions 20 that define an
encasement or the like for interior components of the putter
head 10. The L-shape is defined by the shoulder portions 20
and a hitting surface of the putter face 16. The putter face 16
is preferably shaped such that the frame 14 is positioned
entirely within the encasement. As shown, a toe portion 16a
of the putter face 16 may be taller/higher than a heel portion
165, resulting in a familiar look of an iron at address. Each of
the toe portion 16a and the heel portion 165 includes a cor-
responding adjacent shoulder portion 20.

The putter head 10 may additionally include a pair of
weights 22. The weights 22 may be removable and/or adjust-
able via suitable structure. Positioning of the weights 22 in a
bottom portion of the frame/putter head serves to increase a
moment of inertia (MOI) of the putter. The weights 22 are also
shaped in a fashion that helps with alignment of the putter to
the line of the putt. For example, as shown in FIG. 4, the shape
of the weights 22 defines an alignment channel that is per-
pendicular to a hitting surface of the putter face 16.

The frame 14 and integral hosel 12 are preferably formed
of stainless steel or other suitable material, and the face 16 is
preferably formed of a soft carbon steel material or other
suitable material. The face 16 can be secured to the frame 14
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via fasteners such as screws 24 or via an adhesive or both. The
weights 22 are preferably secured by a removable fastener 26
such as screws or the like.

The putter head includes a novel construction where a
frame and hosel allow for an equal and stable force to be
applied to the putter face. This structure delivers a uniform
feel as well as stable, consistent acceleration to the golf ball.
The construction of the frame also creates a large sweet spot
on the putter face, similarly creating a uniform feel and accel-
eration to the golf ball, regardless of what portion of the face
impacts the golf ball.

While the invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be the most practical and
preferred embodiments, it is to be understood that the inven-
tion is not to be limited to the disclosed embodiments, but on
the contrary, is intended to cover various modifications and
equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and scope
of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A putter head comprising:
a hosel connectable to a club shaft;
a frame cooperable with the hosel, the frame including a
closed border portion surrounding an open area;
aputter face connected to the frame, the putter face includ-
ing a toe portion and a corresponding toe shoulder and a
heel portion and a corresponding heel shoulder and a
hitting surface, the toe shoulder and the heel shoulder
defining an encasement, wherein a front side of the
frame is positioned against an opposite side of the hitting
surface within the encasement; and
a pair of weights positioned in the encasement respectively
adjacent the toe shoulder and the heel shoulder, wherein
the weights are disposed on a back side of the frame that
is opposite from the front side of the frame.
2. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the frame is
integral with the hosel.
3. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the hosel and
the frame are formed of the same material.
4. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the putter
face is connected to the frame border and covers the open
section on a hitting side of the frame.
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5. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the putter
face is shaped such that the frame is positioned entirely within
the encasement.

6. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the putter
face is secured to the frame via at least one of screws and an
adhesive.

7. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the putter
face comprises a generally L-shaped construction defined by
a hitting surface and the toe and heel shoulders.

8. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the weights
are positioned adjacent a bottom portion of the frame.

9. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the weights
are shaped and positioned to assist with alignment of the
putter head.

10. A putter head according to claim 9, wherein the shape
of the weights defines an alignment channel that is perpen-
dicular to a hitting surface of the putter face.

11. A putter head according to claim 1, wherein the hosel
and the frame are formed of stainless steel, and wherein the
putter face is formed of carbon steel that is softer than the
stainless steel.

12. A putter head comprising:

a hosel and an integrated frame coupleable with a club
shaft, the frame including a closed border portion sur-
rounding an open area;

an L-shaped putter face attached to the frame, the putter
face including a top ledge, a hitting surface and shoulder
portions that together define the [.-shape and an encase-
ment, wherein the frame is disposed in the encasement
such that at least a portion of the frame is disposed under
the top ledge of the putter face; and

a weighted member positioned in the encasement.

13. A putter head according to claim 12, wherein the
weighted member comprises a pair of weights respectively
positioned adjacent the shoulder portions.

14. A putter head according to claim 13, wherein the shape
of the weights defines an alignment channel that is perpen-
dicular to a hitting surface of the putter face.

15. A putter head according to claim 12, wherein the putter
face comprises a toe portion and a heel portion, and wherein
the toe portion is taller than the heel portion.
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